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Legislature allocates tobacco settlement funds

Bi-partisan agreement to help several
programs and groups

Certainly an important achievement of the 2000 legislative session
was passage of legislation that sets up a system to allocate more than $4
billion Indiana will be receiving from the national tobacco settlement over
the next 25 years. The funds will be used for health care services, tobacco
prevention programs and assistance for senior citizens on lower incomes
who have trouble purchasing prescription drugs.

The final bill was the result of many months of work by legislators
on both sides of the aisle. From the start, we have attempted to assure
that most of the funding goes to health care and efforts to reduce the use

of tobacco products.

In the first year alone, $35 million will be dedicated toward health care programs, with an emphasis on tobacco
education and prevention. Another $20 million will be used to help seniors on low incomes purchase needed prescription
drugs. Community health centers will receive $15 million in program support, along with a one-time-only appropriation of
$10 million to make physical improvements to facilities.

This is a considerable accomplishment for a short session of the Legislature, and it is a tribute to the willingness of
officials to set aside partisan differences in order to pass bills that will have long-term benefits for the people of our state.

New law will
establish IHSAA

review panel

The General Assembly
addressed parent concerns
about the Indiana High School
Athletic Association through
legislation that creates a panel
to review appeals of rulings
made by the IHSAA.

The panel will consist of
parents, high school principals
and athletic directors. Issues
that they will rule on include
the eligibility of student
athletes. In the past, appeals
of IHSAA decisions often led
to lengthy, expensive court
fights. Now, the panel will
address appeals and save
students and parents time and
money.

Senior citizens will
also see benefits of
tobacco settlement

Senior citizens on lower
incomes should not have to
choose between buying food to
eat or the prescription drugs
they need to remain healthy.
Thanks to the legislation
allocating money from the
national tobacco settlement,
they won’t have to make that
decision.

The final bill includes $20
million to help low income
seniors purchase prescription
drugs. From my visits around
the district, this is one of the
most pressing concerns among
older Hoosiers.
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Session News

Bias Crimes -- 1 authored legislation enabling law enforcement officials to track bias crimes in Indiana. Officials
would be required to report the collected data to the Indiana Central Repository for Criminal History.

The legislation defines a bias crime as a crime that a person commits based on another person’s race, creed, national
origin, religion, sexual orientation or disability.

The purpose of this legislation is to use the collected data to assess whether or not a bias crime problem exists in
Indiana. Many other states already report bias crimes and use the data for assessment purposes.

School Safety - Several bills passed this session deal with school safety. School buses will be required to display
the school or school district and its corresponding number on the back and top of the vehicles. This new requirement will
make it easier to identify school buses and students in an emergency. In the case of an overturned school bus, officials will
be able to identify the bus and find out where it is from in order to notify parents and locate medical information on
students.

National concern about school safety played a role in passage of legislation that allows school security plans to remain
confidential. The legislation also provides that school boards may meet in private to discuss the assessment, design and
implementation of school safety and security measures.

We also enacted legislation that stiffens the penalties for speeding violations near school to a Class B infraction. The
maximum penalty for this offense is $1,000.

Environment -- Reports of a massive fish kill in the White River in central Indiana led legislators to join with Gov.
Frank O’Bannon in passing several new environmental protection initiatives. One bill will require the Indiana Department
of Environmental Management (IDEM) to compile a report on restoration of the river and evaluate procedures to speed up
reaction time in the event of future hazardous spills. We also will improve notification procedures to protect people living
in contaminated areas, and double the fines charged to polluters.
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Helping working men and women

New legislation addresses
disability, unemployment

Legislators have approved measures that will
make substantial changes in coverage for workers
who are injured on the job and improve benefits
for those people who have lost their jobs.

Around 90 percent of Indiana workers who
receive a disabling injury in a workplace accident
will see their compensation increase close to 50
percent. There are improvements in the one-time
cash payments made to a person who suffers a
permanent partial impairment in a workplace
accident. The change will help any worker
determined to have up to the 30th degree of
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employers by nearly $80 million the next two
years.

unemployment compensation increase by 33
percent over the next three years. The maximum
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State legislative web site offers variety of information
The state web site provides a great deal of information about state government, the e e R O L N — . (-]
v 2 ] .

legislative process and other related items. The main site at www.state.in.us offers a nice I - R N
starting point to explore government in Indiana. ol b b bdief e e =TT
From that starting point, you can visit the home pages of elected state officials and state Rep. Gregary W. Forter (1)
agencies. In addition, several premium services are available for a monthly fee. WS e e of it i
I encourage you to visit my web site at www.state.in.us/R96 and explore various items s s
related to the legislature. sl e S A
A new feature on my web site will allow you to request various House publications. We E_:m.'.‘“. a1 e s 4
currently offer publications specifically designed for senior citizens, grade-school children, and el o i B i M
high school students in the process of choosing a college. Other publications give a general b o e
overview of various Indiana state agencies, offer a guide to women’s health and advise how to et o 0 et A
avoid being the victim of a scam. There is also a booklet available which details every bill that - o o T o
became law during this year’s legislative session. Asreretiimybtiatomerag
You may also request booklets by calling my legislative office at 232-9600.
E-mail updates available on state legislative issues
Several people have indicated to me that they would like to receive e-mail updates on 1SeeJbBak
legislative issues and other issues important to our district. I am pleased to offer this service 2 HooserLatery Homepege
through my legislative office. 3 AloneyGenerasUnciimed Popatty Seach
Simply e-mail or call my office and I will add you to this list. I am excited about the gwfmm
technological advances over the past few years that allow you nearly instant access to DeptfEnurrenalVienegementhomenege
legislative news and information. *Baer] on nurToer ofvilss as of Felatary 25, 2000

Census 2000. . . why should vou fill out the form?

Census 2000 in the State of Indiana means that millions of dollars in federal .
funding and a congressional seat are at stake. Indiana's population is estimated to be Census faCtS and flgures
around 6 million -- up from 5.5 million in 1990 (the last official U.S. Bureau of

Census count). .G Sk etate et ot Nt
You may have already received your federal questionnaire in the mail. The results prk 190 oy dben  mioes adte po. e fe
will be used to determine things like federal highway money and whether or not . oesT22macerioteAmataniterdigoeses
Indiana will retain all ten of its U.S. House of Representatives districts.
There will be two forms. Nationwide, five out of six households will receive the -W’EHH@HWHWH‘(ELM’UHHXHS
short form which will ask questions about your name, sex, age, relationship to others rycampegnoromarded ceepegeetathecersLs

in your household, Hispanic origin, race and whether your home is owned or rented.
It will take approximately ten minutes to finish the form. A longer form will be

e Saed amat ndke w i noeten 40 ds
mailed to the remaining households, asking questions about education, ancestry, ‘

employment, disability and others. This form will take approximately 38 minutes to

finish. Ot | : "y
To make sure everyone is included, census workers will distribute forms to people goenmErtinion

who live in group settings, such as universities and colleges, nursing homes,

transitional shelters, correctional institutions, and halfway houses. * AandgoteUSBueaudteCaastaes

Forms will be available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog, Vietnamese and
Korean. Guides to answering the form will be available in many other languages.

The Census Bureau cannot share your information with others according to the
law. This includes Immigration and Naturalization Services, welfare services, Internal fraregindaepasmeay 16sas

Revenue Service, police, courts and the military.




